FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

Should I, in showing disapprobation or in avoiding
her, have given her reason to say, as in TeUmaqm:
" Oh, my lord 1 as mamma abandons me, no one
remains but you." Supposing anyone were
lunatick enough to say to me " Yes; you should
have acted in that manner," I should reply that,
having neither indignation nor disapproval in my
heart, such behaviour, which would not have
seemed to me either just or prudent, would also
not have been possible.

LETTER XIV
(The same)

What will you think of an occurrence that
agitated us yesterday, my daughter and I, to such a
degree that we have scarcely opened our mouths
to-day, not wishing to speak of it and not being
able to speak of anything else. At least that is
what closes my mouth and I think it is what closes
Cecilia's. She Still looks alarmed. For the first
time in her life she has slept badly, and I find her
very pale.

Yesterday, as my lord and his relative were
dining at the Castle, we had, after dinner, only my
military cousin. My daughter requested him to
make a point to her pencil. He took a penknife; the
wood of the pencil was hard, his knife very sharp.
He cut his hand deeply, and the blood flowed with
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